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Elections Dashboard Analysis
The National Task Force on Election Crises’ Elections Dashboard collates news
stories about past and present election-related developments, some of which could
become or lay the foundation for actual election crises. Below is the most recent
analysis of prominent developments, how the frequency and severity compares to
previous months, and the top stories to watch going forward.

HOW DEVELOPMENTS ARE CLASSIFIED

Levels Categories

3: High Concern

2:Moderate Concern

1: Low Concern

0: No Concern

Administration: Incidents that delay or disrupt normal voting
and tabulation processes and best practices

Mis/Disinformation: False information about elections spread
either unintentionally (mis) or intentionally (dis)

Violence: Violence and intimidation aimed at voters, election
administrators, judges, or political candidates

Interference: Bad faith efforts to manipulate an election and
ultimately prevent the true election winner from taking office

WHICH DEVELOPMENT TYPEWASMOST PROMINENT LASTMONTH?

Interference
Over the past month, Interference was the most frequent category mentioned, though Violence is
top of mind, given the shooting at the Trump campaign rally.

Concerning developments in primary elections over the past month could portend similar challenges

this November.



● Level 1
Three poll watchers were removed from Wisconsin polling locations for disruptive behavior.
These disruptive poll watchers said that they will be back for future elections.

● Level 1
A Virginia Congressman called for a re-do of one city’s election during his narrow re-election
loss in Virginia. While under Virginia law the Congressman had a right to request a recount in
the election, redoing elections is considered an option of last resort since it requires
throwing out legitimate votes. Responsible candidates should only call for redos when
legitimate, admissible evidence of significant problems with the election indicates that it is
impossible to determine a correct winner through any other means.

● Level 2
The Washoe County, Nevada board of canvassers voted 3-2 not to certify their county’s
primary election results, after public pressure from known election deniers. The Nevada
Secretary of State and Attorney General filed a writ of mandamus with the state Supreme
Court to compel the county to perform its legal obligation to certify by August 22. On July 16,
the County Canvassers voted 4-1 to reverse course and certify the results.

https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/north/2024/07/02/election-observers-removed-by-police-in-glendale-for-being-disruptive/74280143007/
https://www.cbs58.com/news/election-observers-removed-from-glendale-polling-places-after-disruptions
https://apnews.com/article/good-mcguire-virginia-primary-vote-recount-da1a92329dfbc98877d6ebebe48229e5
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/washoe-county-commissioners-vote-not-to-certify-primary-election-recounts
https://apnews.com/article/washoe-county-cisco-aguilar-aaron-ford-427cb4cbb840f6f9d995403d52e63419


HAVE ANY SEVERE DEVELOPMENTS OCCURRED IN THE LASTMONTH?

Political Violence and Certification Interference
Most of the developments in the Elections Dashboard continue to be in the Level 0 to Level 1 range,
but there were four Level 2 developments, and one Level 3.

● Level 3
Former President Trump shot at campaign rally
One person was killed and several were injured, including former President Trump, during a
shooting at a campaign rally in Pennsylvania. The apparent assassination attempt against
former President Trump is a highly concerning development that warrants unequivocal
condemnation. The National Task Force on Election Crises released a statement
condemning the violence and saying, “There is no place for violence in American politics.”
You can read the statement here.

In addition to the Washoe County development mentioned above, there were three other
developments at Level 2.

● Level 2
Lawsuit in Georgia seeks to ‘clarify’ that certifying election results is
‘discretionary’
The America First Policy Institute filed a lawsuit on behalf of a Fulton County election official
attempting to “clarify” that the official’s duties to certify the election “are, in fact,
discretionary” and not required by law. Georgia law states that these officials “shall” certify
the results, and certification occurs after dispute resolutions and court decisions verify the
results. Certification interference is part of a larger nationwide effort to cast doubt on the
election process and subvert the will of the voters.

● Level 2
Lawsuit says Pennsylvania county deliberately hid decisions to invalidate some
mail-in ballots
The NAACP and the Center for Coalfield Justice sued the election board in Washington
County, PA, alleging that the county had rejected 259 ballots because of errors without
alerting the voters, thus leaving them unable to cast a provisional ballot. Lack of clarity
around the county’s ballot counting procedures could result in additional disenfranchisement
during the November election. All other counties in Pennsylvania allow voters to cure their
ballots.

https://apnews.com/article/trump-vp-vance-rubio-7c7ba6b99b5f38d2d840ed95b2fdc3e5
https://x.com/ElectionTask/status/1812289178362618310
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/06/12/georgia-election-workers-lawsuit-argues-against-certifying-results/74073393007/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/06/12/georgia-election-workers-lawsuit-argues-against-certifying-results/74073393007/
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-elections-mail-ballots/
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-elections-mail-ballots/


● Level 2
Georgia's State Election Board initiated rulemaking on multiple rules that could
embolden local officials to refuse to certify election results and held a meeting
the AG warned might violate Georgia law
The Georgia State Election Board has recently advanced multiple rules that might entitle
local election board members to review a wide range of documents and conduct expanded
investigations before they certify election results, potentially delaying this mandatory step
until after the state and federal statutory deadlines. These rules could embolden local
officials to refuse to certify election results, an action that could delay the final outcome of
the 2024 election.

HOW DO THE FREQUENCY AND SEVERITY OF DEVELOPMENTS COMPARE TO PASTMONTHS?

Concerning Developments Increased
As primary elections continue across the country, concerning developments increased compared to
the past month – including poll watcher disruption and county certification interference.

Additionally, states and counties continue finalizing their processes for the 2024 elections. As we
mentioned in the previous memo, while many of these developments will be straightforward and
provide clear information and processes for voters, others might increase the likelihood of a crisis by
providing confusing or contradictory guidance to voters and election officials.

In New Hampshire, Governor Sununu is deciding whether to sign legislation that would increase
documentation requirements for voter registration, and which may not give election officials enough
time to implement the changes in the law before November (Level 1). The Wisconsin Supreme Court
changed course and will allow expanded use of ballot drop boxes in November’s election (Level 0).

WHAT ARE THE TOP STORIES FROM LASTMONTH TOWATCH GOING FORWARD?

Uncertainty and Certification Interference
The apparent assassination attempt against former President Trump and speculation about whether
or not President Biden will be the official Democratic nominee have injected uncertainty into the early
stages of the 2024 election. We will watch how heightened security factors into election
administration and will monitor whether violence or threats of violence continue to play a role in the
2024 election. We will also continue to track developments in the Democratic Party as they consider

https://www.ajc.com/politics/georgia-election-board-advances-new-rule-before-finalizing-results/BKVW3E6KLRDABKBUFKBIYM2NNY/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/georgia-election-board-advances-new-rule-before-finalizing-results/BKVW3E6KLRDABKBUFKBIYM2NNY/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/impromptu-state-election-board-meeting-met-with-ire-jeers/HUJAOT2GQNAONERTSMESDEQSX4/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/impromptu-state-election-board-meeting-met-with-ire-jeers/HUJAOT2GQNAONERTSMESDEQSX4/
https://www.wmur.com/article/voting-rules-bill-new-hampshire-governor-7924/61548836
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-supreme-court-ballot-drop-boxes-2024-9d3973ea65b78436df478e7d8ae28cce


how to proceed with their candidate’s nomination, and the potential implications for election
administration.

In addition, recent developments show the ongoing risk of county officials illegally refusing to certify
election results, and through lawsuits and proposed regulations, we are seeing an increase in
attempts to give county canvassers more discretion than currently allowed by law. State officials
should take seriously their own role in ensuring that counties follow proper election law, and more
education must be done so that the public understands that there are multiple layers of dispute
resolution before county officials vote to certify the results.

This document is published by the National Task Force on Election Crises, a cross-partisan group of
experts that helps civil society and decision-makers prevent, prepare for, and mitigate a range of
election crises. You can learn more at electiontaskforce.org.

http://electiontaskforce.org

